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On April 7, Attorney General Edwin Meese met with President Virgilio Barco Vargas in Bogota
to discuss narcotics-related terrorism and US pressures to extradite Colombian suspects in cases
involving cocaine trafficking. According to the New York Times (04/08/88), Meese said he and Barco
had discussed a US proposal for an international police force to support Bogota. President Barco
reportedly said that the international force was "interesting as a long-range concept," but one that
"would involve treaties and treaties are a difficult problem." According to Reagan administration
officials, the creation of a multinational police force has been debated for months, and would
assist in restoring order in Colombia and other countries where drug trafficking has undermined
government institutions. The use of US troops in such force is not likely, although still considered
an option. According to Meese, "Barco is committed to extradition. The difficulties have been in
the courts and with some of the laws." Colombia was the second stop on Meese's five-nation tour
of Latin America. Security concerns dictated only a five-hour stay in Bogota. In March, a rocket
launched from a car caused minor damage to the US Embassy in Colombia. Leftist guerrillas
claimed reponsibility. Meese's first stop was in the Dominican Republic. In Santo Domingo, officials
accompanying the attorney general said that Reagan's National Drug Policy Board hoped for an
"expedited decision" on the proposal for an international police force. According to the Times
(04/07/88), although the head of the Drug Enforcement Administration said inclusion of the US
military in the force was not under consideration, several other officials aboard Meese's plane said it
was.
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